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City Councilmembers to Introduce Legislation to Create a GMO-Free LA 
Motion would prohibit the planting or sale of genetically-modified seeds in Los Angeles 

 
LOS ANGELES (October 17, 2013) – The vote on Washington State’s ballot initiative 522, 
calling to label genetically-engineered (GMO) food products, is only weeks away.  And on 
Friday, October 18, Los Angeles City Councilmembers Paul Koretz and Mitch O’Farrell will 
introduce a measure that protects local gardens and homegrown food.  The Los Angeles 
measure prohibits the growing or selling of genetically-modified seeds or plants within the 
City. 
 
Councilmembers Koretz and O’Farrell and environmental and health advocates will hold a 
press conference before the City Council meeting on Friday outside City Hall. 
 
WHO: Councilmembers Paul Koretz (5th District) & Mitch O’Farrell (13th District); Seed Library 
of Los Angeles; Environmental Change-Makers; Nisha Vida, associate producer of 
documentary film “GMO OMG”; Claudia Hernandez-Romero, Professor of Sustainability 
(Spanish-speaker) 
 
WHAT: Introduction of ground-breaking legislation prohibiting growing genetically-
modified crops. 
 
WHEN: 9:30 a.m., Friday, October 18, 2013 
 
WHERE: forecourt area of City Hall (just west of the Rotunda area, outside and facing 
Spring Street) - City Hall, 200 N. Spring St., Los Angeles 90012  
 
WHY:  
Last November, the California Proposition 37 ballot measure, which would have required 
the labeling of genetically-engineered food-type products, was narrowly defeated by less 
than two percentage points: 48.6% to 51.4%.  A $48 million radio and television campaign 
financed by pesticide and junk food companies which opposed Prop. 37 is largely seen as to 
blame.  Now a growing number of problems are being traced to GMOs, including the 
worldwide disappearance of honeybees (through “colony collapse disorder”); concerns  
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over “seed drift” (for example the recent finding of GMO-pollinated wheat growing in an 
Oregon farmer’s field); the evolution of “superbug” insects which are growing immune to 
 
 the pesticides engineered within GMO crops; and European studies which raise the 
question of how GMOs impact human health.  Cities and states are looking for legislative 
ways to halt the spread of the controversial crops.  
 
Councilmember Paul Koretz has previously introduced three successful resolutions calling 
for regulation of genetically-modified products, including GM salmon.   “The Washington 
State mail-in ballots go out this week,” said Councilmember Koretz. “We wanted to show 
our solidarity with Washington’s voters and say we don’t want GMOs growing in Los 
Angeles either.  The pesticide and junk food companies deceived Californians with their 
Prop. 37 misinformation campaign, and now, with Initiative 522, they’re using the same 
dirty tricks to deceive Washington voters.  Enough is enough. ” 
 
Thirteenth District Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell is co-presenting the motion.  
 
Councilmember Mike Bonin (11th District) is seconding the motion.  A regular consumer of 
organic, raw and GM-free foods, Councilmember Bonin said, “We have a wellness crisis in 
Los Angeles, with not enough access to healthy, locally grown food.  The spread of 
genetically modified foods is squeezing more natural and healthful options out of the food 
supply and increasingly denying Angelenos the choice to eat healthy and GMO free. I 
applaud Councilmembers Koretz and O’Farrell for their leadership on this issue and 
standing up for public health.”    
 
Nisha Vida, Fulbright Fellow, writer, and associate producer of documentary film GMO 
OMG says that, “Support for GMO-Free LA is crucial.  It empowers those LA residents that 
grow their own food with the increased capacity to protect their personal health and the 
purity of their food.  This ordinance follows a rising trend of American and international 
communities seeking to protect their local communities from the health and environmental 
unknowns of GMO seeds and plants.”  
 
Joanne Poyourow, director of the Environmental Change-Makers, a local non-profit which 
advocates positive solutions to today’s most pressing issues, said, “This ordinance will 
protect our school gardens, our home gardens and our community gardens.  It will create 
502 square miles where we can safely grow precious heirloom vegetables and save our own 
seeds.  Heirloom and open-pollinated seeds are the foundation of a clean, healthy, reliable 
food supply.” 
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